BERKSHIRE RECORD * AUGUST 5-11, 2011

C5

Margaret Esposito

Patisserie Lenox, located at 30A Churck Streei ofers customers a ta. te of France.

Patisserie and cafe open in Lenox

By Murgaret Espositc

LENOX—Desserts are
plentizal in Rerkshire Coun-
ty, but for all tbe sweet treats
the Berkshires have to offer,
fine French pasty wasnot one

-until Patisserie Lenoxopened
in April.

Patisserie Lenox offers
a variety of specialty tarts,
cakes, and pastries. The
carefully crafted treats in-
clude miniature fruit tarts
decorated with berries, cre-
ampuffs made to look like
birds, chocolat: mousse, and
many other delicacies, both
sweet and savory.

Patisserie Lenox owner/
pastry chefJean Yvesstarted
hisbakingcareerat 15in Par-
is. Yves came to the United
States 1n 1976 at 23 years
old. He began workingat as ¢.
pastry chefat La Granouille,
a famous four-star French
restaurant in New York City,
where he rem..ined for eight
vears.

Fol' sing his time at La
Gra~ uuille, Yves moved to

LongIsland, where he opened
John Yves French Pastry.

Over the years, John Yves

French Pastry expanded
to several lo~ations across
LongIsland, including South
Hampton, Huntington, and
Merrick.

Last year, shortly after
closing the Long Island
stores, Yves rented a sum-
merhouse in Lenox, where
inspiration struck.

“Ithoughthere was a need
in the Berkshires for fine
pastry,” Yves said. “I didn't
see anything like it in the
area.” Yves and his faraily
moved fromn Long Islrad to
the Berkshires and opened
Patisserie Lenox.

Yves said that his previ-
ous summerhouse experience
showed him that Lenox is
extremely busy ‘n the sum-

mer, and a great iocation for

anew business. Even though

e was aware of the high
-voluiue of visitors, Yves said,

“The reception has been’mucl'
greater thun we expe.ted.”
Yve. ~dde” that Taus-

serie Lenox will be open
year-round, and that he
hopes to open a second loca-
tionin Great Barringtonnext
year.

Yves also said that he
would like to expand the
business to wedding cakes
and parties.

* Although Yves special-
izes in fine pastry, Patisserie
Lenox also serves as a café.
It offers an extensive tea
collection with a variety of
teas from aroun! the world,
many of which ca1 be served
hot or cold. The diink menu
Also inciudes fair trade coffee,
cappuccino, and fruit sodas.

Additionally, Patisserie
Lenox alsoofferssavory lunch

i*ems, including a variety of

q iche, brioche sandwiches,

and ham and Swiss cheese

croissants.
“vessaid that one ofhis fa-

. vorit » creations is a flourless
+ choco.ate cake that he began

making at La Granouille 35
years ago, but nomatter what
he is -uaking, he said. “I love
what I'do.”



